ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT COMPARISON TOOL

A tool for understanding environmental decisions related to the pulp and paper industry

EFFECTS OF DECREASED GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
ON EMISSIONS TO AIR EMISSIONS TO AIR

Avoiding Emissions Elsewhere in Society

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with the end of life of forest products will normally have
little effect on SO,, NOx, and particulate emissions unless the used product, or the gas collected from
landfills, is used as a source of energy, displacing fossil fuels. Burning non-recyclable used paper and
paperboard products, wood, or methane from landfills, in place of fossil fuels can reduce societal
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The associated effects on SO,, NOx, and particulate emissions will
depend on the specific fuel substitution involved. These fuel substitution effects are discussed in the section
Energy Used in Manufacturing.

Likewise, societal GHG emissions can be reduced by displacing high GHG-intensity electricity from the
grid with low GHG-intensity power. The effects on SO,, NOx and particulate emissions will depend on the
types and amounts of fuels used to produce the “green” power and the grid power. Generally, the direction of
the impact (co-benefit or trade-off) will be the same as presented in the section Energy Used in Manufacturing.
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